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Abstract

The Southern Church at Tell es-Samak
(Porphyreon/Shikmona)

The Southern Church is located 130 m south of Tel
Shikmona, on the shores of modern Haifa, Israel. J. Elgavish,
who conducted large-scale excavations in Shikmona for 17
seasons (1963-1979), excavated large sections of the church,
although he did not recognize it is a church, and called the
area "a large monastery.” Renewed excavations at the site,
directed by M. Eisenberg on behalf of the Zinman Institute
of Archaeology from 2010 to 2013, unearthed the church
complex that is the core of the present article.

The church is basilical in plan; a nave flanked by two aisles
on the south and north and an exterior single central apse
to the east. To the west are the remains of an atrium. Most
of the walls were dismantled down to their foundations but
enough mosaic carpets and structural elements remained to
reconstruct most of it, including some of the interior design.
The full length of the church is 39 m., its width is 14 m and
it total area is approximately 500 m2. The church was fully
covered by mosaic floors of which mainly those in the aisles
and on the bema survived.

The church was built at the end of the 4th—early 5th centuries
CE above a 4th-century CE industrial pool complex. During
the first half of the 5th century it was renovated, and it was
destroyed around the mid-5th century CE.

The newly published church, together with the additional
Christian-oriented finds at the site, bring back the debate
concerning the correct identification of the town. Could it be
that this is Byzantine Porphyreon and not Shikmona?

Michael Eisenberg: The Zinman Institute of Archaeology,
University of Haifa, mayzenb@gmail.com
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Tell es-Samak (Shikmona/Porphyreon), view from the slopes of Mount Carmel (photo by S. Bar).




